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(54) WAFER PROCESSING APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the apparatus without an 
operation error at the operation of taking-out or putting- 
in of wafers by putting or taking the wafers in or out a 
wafer cassette by the control of the wafer position 
detecting means which detects the positions of the 
wafers in the wafer cassettes and the control means 
which calculates the approximate center position among 
the wafers and memorizing it. 

CONSTITUTION: After a wafer is taken out from a 
wafer cassette WK1 and is processed, a non-defective 
wafer is returned to the wafer cassette WK1 and an 
error wafer is contained in a wafer cassette WK3 
arranged oppositely. In the containing method at this 
time, the position of the projection for supporting a 
wafer in the standard wafer cassette WK is stored in 
ROM or RAM previously and that is read out to effect 
the position control of a finger FG. When the process of 
a wafer cassette WK1 is completed, the process is 
shifted to a wafer cassette WK2 and similarly an error 
wafer is contained to the opposite wafer cassette WK4. The process of all the wafers of the wafer 
cassettes WK1 and WK2 are completed, the wafer cassettes WK1WWK4 are wholly exchanged 
with new cassettes. 
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